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State Trooper, Todd Hanneken, of De-
catur, Illinois, who lost his life on 
March 25. 

Todd fulfilled his lifelong dream of 
becoming a state trooper. He was a 20- 
year veteran of the Illinois State Po-
lice and always went above and beyond 
the call of duty. 

In 2018, Todd was awarded the Illinois 
State Police Medal of Honor for heroic 
actions he took to rescue a man out of 
a burning car, ultimately saving that 
man’s life. 

For so many, Todd was more than a 
state trooper. He was a husband, fa-
ther, son, brother, and beloved friend. 
Those that knew Todd will remember 
him for his kindness and compassion. 
Todd cared deeply about his commu-
nity, always wanting to help others in 
need. 

A tragic accident took Todd’s life, 
and my prayers are with his friends 
and family, both at home and with the 
State Police, and particularly his wife, 
Shelley; and sons, Ben and Nick. Todd 
was a hero in every sense of the word 
and will truly be missed. 
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RECOGNIZING U.S. CAPITOL 
POLICE FORCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, in March, 
the House passed legislation to award a 
Congressional Gold Medal to the men 
and women of the U.S. Capitol Police 
for their heroism on January 6 and for 
their daily efforts to protect the insti-
tutions of our democracy. 

On April 3, once again, we saw an ex-
ample, of not only the dangers in which 
they place themselves through their 
service, but also the courage they bring 
to that service. 

In the short span of fewer than 100 
days, the U.S. Capitol force lost three 
members as a result of attacks on the 
Capitol complex. Yesterday, we hon-
ored one of those Capitol policemen, 
Billy Evans. But in a real sense, we 
honored every member of the United 
States Capitol Police. 

Some years ago, I lost a member of 
the Capitol Police who lived in my dis-
trict, J.J. Chestnut. Wendy, his wife, 
was at the ceremony yesterday for 
Billy Evans. That was in 1998. He and 
Officer Gibson lost their lives in de-
fending this Capitol on that date. And 
while a Congressional Gold Medal is a 
very fitting tribute, it can neither less-
en the grief felt by their fellow officers 
nor reduce the sense of unease that so 
many of them must still be feeling 
today. 

Mr. Speaker, this has been a chal-
lenging time for the Congress and for 
all of us, but it certainly has been a 
time of challenge for the Capitol Police 
force. And surely the force will be 
going through a period of change and 
adaptation for some time to come, as 
will all of us who serve here in the Cap-
itol complex. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to talk a mo-
ment on this floor to say thank you for 

those who still stand watch at the 
doors and the vehicle barriers, who pa-
trol the neighborhoods and the office 
buildings, who sit ready to respond 
quickly and courageously to any emer-
gency, never knowing what the next 
alarm might bring. 

Mr. Speaker, in particular, I thank 
the men and women who have served 
on the security detail that the Capitol 
Police have assigned to me in my role 
as majority leader. You get to know 
them as friends, as protectors, and as 
family. 

Since being elected to House leader-
ship, I have been privileged to know 
some of the best of the force. They are 
representative of an extraordinary 
group of people. In order to protect 
their safety and privacy, I will not 
share their names, but they know who 
they are. Each and every one of them 
not only have my immense gratitude 
and respect, but they have the admira-
tion of my entire staff, whom they 
have gotten to know very well. 

Mr. Speaker, again, as I know them, 
I know that they are representative of 
an extraordinary group of people that 
we call the United States Capitol Po-
lice. 

On January 6, when the rioters first 
breached the Capitol’s defenses, these 
officers acted without delay, according 
to their training, to get me quickly to 
a safe location, but they couldn’t get 
everybody. And so many were still in 
this Chamber as the insurrectionists 
cried for the lives of Members of Con-
gress. 

Capitol Police checked in with staff 
and did their best to get us information 
in a situation that was chaotic and 
rapidly changing for us, but more im-
portantly, for them on the front lines. 
My security detail until the last Con-
gress had been led by an officer, who 
now serves in the force in a more sen-
ior capacity. He was by my side almost 
every day for nearly two decades. I 
came to know him and his family well, 
just as I have other members of my de-
tail. As I said, they are like family to 
all of us in the majority leader’s office. 
I know that is true of the minority 
leader’s office and the whip’s office and 
the Speaker’s office and the Demo-
cratic whip’s office, and our Senate 
counterparts. 

The senior officer on my detail for-
merly was present at the Capitol on 
January 6, and he acted heroically, and 
he was the one that tried to save the 
life of the woman who was shot—who 
was an insurrectionist—because he 
stood next to her, unarmed, when that 
incident occurred. He acted heroically 
in trying to keep the rioters away from 
the House Chamber and in responding 
when one of them was shot in the hall-
way, as I just pointed out. 

I know that the events of that day 
still weigh very heavily on him and on 
each of us—on his colleagues, on all of 
us. And I hope that he and his col-
leagues know that their grief weighs 
heavily on all of us whom they protect 
and serve. 

President Joseph Biden, in speaking 
yesterday to the family of Officer 
Evans, showed empathy. He showed 
that he felt their pain, their concerns, 
their trauma. And I would urge all my 
colleagues, when you see members of 
the United States Capitol Police, uni-
formed or in plain clothes, that you 
thank them. 

Mr. Speaker, I talked about Officer 
Chestnut. Wendy, his wife, as I said, 
was here yesterday. He was shot in the 
back by the assailant, who then shot 
Officer Gibson in the office that I now 
occupy. It was Tom DeLay’s office at 
that point in time. 

Mr. Speaker, we thank them, we 
honor them, but the way we really 
need to respond to them is to make 
sure they have the resources, the train-
ing, the equipment, and the authority 
to respond to those who confront them 
with violence and fatal force. 

We lost Officer Sicknick. This Cap-
itol was invaded because there were re-
straints, frankly, on the United States 
Capitol Police. We need to make sure 
that they have the authority to re-
spond, to protect this Capitol, this de-
mocracy, our Members, our staff, the 
visitors to this Capitol, but also, im-
portantly, themselves. 

We know that this is a difficult mo-
ment and the Capitol Police force is 
facing challenges like never before in 
its 193-year history. 

In the early 1960s, I worked here as 
an intern in a United States Senator’s 
office, and I had a number of friends 
who also were in law school or some 
other school, who were ‘‘Capitol cops’’ 
we called them. Thankfully, the risks 
were minimal. That is not true today. 
And as the risks are great, we must re-
spond robustly to ensure that we have 
the capacity and the will to meet those 
risks. 

Mr. Speaker, may God bless and pro-
tect our U.S. Capitol Police officers. 

f 

b 1015 

PROTECTING AMERICANS’ 
CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, the Second Amendment is a 
fundamental piece of the U.S. Constitu-
tion. The right to keep and bear arms 
is one of Americans’ inalienable free-
doms. This has been true for centuries, 
and despite what the White House 
would like you to think, this is still 
true. 

Right now, the left is advancing un-
precedented threats to Americans’ Sec-
ond Amendment rights. Just last week, 
the President rolled out two executive 
orders that would restrict the rights of 
law-abiding citizens. The President 
proudly announced that he is willing to 
undercut our core constitutional lib-
erties. With his pen and, I might add, 
without Congress, the President can 
singlehandedly unravel our rights. 
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Mr. Speaker, I fear that we are em-

barking on a perilous path. Now, more 
than ever, we must recommit to pro-
tecting this vital freedom. 

Instead of stripping away Americans’ 
constitutional rights, the U.S. Govern-
ment should be focused on enforcing 
law and order. Instead of stripping 
away Americans’ constitutional rights, 
the U.S. Government should be focused 
on securing our southern border. In-
stead of stripping away Americans’ 
constitutional rights, the U.S. Govern-
ment should be focused on protecting 
our citizens from gang violence, stop-
ping human trafficking, and stopping 
the illicit drugs that cross our porous 
southern border. 

The President is correct that we have 
a public health crisis. We have a public 
health crisis on the southern border. 
While the Commander in Chief spends 
time plotting ways to subvert the U.S. 
Constitution, the brave men and 
women of U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection are encountering record 
numbers of migrants attempting to 
cross the border unlawfully. 

Last month alone, border agents en-
countered more than 170,000 migrants, 
a colossal 400 percent increase from the 
same time last year. Yes, this is indeed 
a crisis. But the problem is not with 
the law-abiding citizens. The problem 
is not with the Second Amendment. 

Here in Washington, our leaders need 
to get their priorities in order. We need 
to uphold our oath to defend the U.S. 
Constitution. We need to defend the 
American people from foreign threats. 
And we need to protect our funda-
mental freedoms. 
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COMMITTING TO RECONCILIATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
and still I rise because I love my coun-
try. 

And, Mr. Speaker, I rise today under-
standing that we are in mourning. Our 
country is grieving. There are many 
reasons for this, but we still haven’t 
acknowledged that there is something 
we can do to eliminate some of the 
mourning and grieving. 

We are mourning because police offi-
cers are being murdered. Many have 
been murdered across the length and 
breadth of the country. We are mourn-
ing because persons are losing their 
lives at the hand of the police. Many 
have lost their lives. We are in a state 
of mourning, but it goes back far be-
yond George Floyd, Breanna Taylor, 
Sandra Bland. It goes back to really 
the founding of the country because we 
have not atoned for some of our trans-
gressions. Literally, we have com-
mitted crimes against humanity for 
which we have not atoned. 

Slavery was a crime against human-
ity; we have not atoned. What we did 
to the indigenous population was a 
crime against humanity; we have not 
atoned. The internment of the Japa-

nese, based upon our xenophobia, we 
have not atoned. Banning Chinese from 
the country, we have not atoned. What 
we did to Muslims, banning them from 
the country, we have not atoned. 

There must be atonement. We have 
to reconcile. We did not do so in 1868, 
as it relates to slavery. We should 
have, but we had a President who was 
antithetical to it, Andrew Johnson. 

So, I am going to offer a resolution, 
a resolution to create a department of 
reconciliation such that we can accom-
plish our atonement, get out of this 
grieving, and bring our country to-
gether. 

When we had a systemic need for 
dealing with agriculture, we created a 
Department of Agriculture. When com-
merce was in need of some help, we cre-
ated a Department of Commerce. We 
have a Department of Labor because 
labor needs the kinds of legislation and 
the kinds of benefits that a Congress 
can accord labor, the persons who actu-
ally work for a living. When we needed 
defense, we created a Department of 
Defense and a Department of Homeland 
Security. 

So, I am proposing that we have a de-
partment of reconciliation so we can 
deal with the issues that have haunted 
this country for centuries. A depart-
ment of reconciliation with a secretary 
of reconciliation, a department of rec-
onciliation with a budget, a depart-
ment of reconciliation with under sec-
retaries so that we can accomplish our 
atonement with a department of rec-
onciliation. It can be done. 

I am not asking for a commission. 
This is about a commitment. A depart-
ment indicates that you are committed 
to a cause. We were committed to 
labor; that is why we have a Depart-
ment of Labor. We were committed to 
education; that is why we have a De-
partment of Education. We now need a 
department of reconciliation, a com-
mitment to ending this long, sorrowful 
grieving that we have suffered over the 
years so that we can understand each 
other better and work together better 
with each other. 

If we fail to do this, if we fail to rec-
oncile, Dr. King’s words will become 
our greatest nightmare. He indicated 
that we must learn to live together as 
brothers and, I would add, sisters, or 
we will perish together as fools. We 
need a department of reconciliation. I 
will introduce a resolution for such. 
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KEEPING FOOD ON AMERICANS’ 
TABLES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, last month, the House 
Agriculture Committee hosted its first, 
or at least more fulsome, attempt at 
publicly reviewing the pandemic and 
Congress’ response. 

This pandemic has infiltrated our 
lives in every sense possible. Unfortu-

nately, the brunt of it was borne by our 
communities and, in particular, fami-
lies already living paycheck to pay-
check. In too many instances, arrogant 
career politicians issued statewide, in-
discriminate edicts, forcing businesses 
and schools to shut their doors, plum-
meting our communities into a deep 
recession. 

As the end of the pandemic nears, I 
hope we can use what we learned in 
that hearing to provide these families 
with more holistic services, particu-
larly as they engage in a postpandemic 
economy that will look wildly dif-
ferent. 

The Supplemental Nutrition Assist-
ance Program, or SNAP, currently pro-
vides nutrition assistance to 43 million 
individuals, with an average individual 
benefit of $183. Total SNAP-related 
spending in fiscal year 2020 was $78.9 
billion, which includes benefits, admin-
istration, nutrition education, employ-
ment and training, and program integ-
rity. Of that $78.9 billion, $74.2 billion 
was solely for benefits. 

By way of the Families First 
Coronavirus Response Act, the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security Act, and the Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act of 2021, more than 
$37.8 billion has been appropriated to 
respond to the supplemental nutrition 
assistance needs of our communities. 

This monumental response is in addi-
tion to the more than $7.7 billion per 
month in standard SNAP benefits. Be-
yond direct funding from Congress, the 
former and current administrations 
have issued more than 4,000 adminis-
trative waivers to States. These waiv-
ers impact operations related to pro-
gram eligibility, distribution of bene-
fits, employment and training, and 
more. 

These facts are startling. Combined 
with myriad social service policies, in-
cluding those found in the short-
sighted, outrageously naive American 
Rescue Plan, we are in the midst of our 
Nation’s second-largest expansion of 
entitlements. 

Unsurprisingly, leading economists 
and Wall Street analysts have said key 
parts of that bill are poorly targeted to 
the specific needs of the crisis. As a 
friend in southwest Missouri recently 
said, unnecessary rescue diminishes a 
person’s dignity and, if repeated 
enough, gives way to debilitating de-
pendency. 

The witnesses who joined us for the 
hearing are our everyday heroes. They 
are the folks who responded without 
hesitation to the needs of their com-
munities infested by a pandemic that 
took the lives of hundreds of thousands 
of our friends, neighbors, and family 
members. Whether it be the farmer 
who chose to donate their crop or the 
food bank that opened additional sites 
to be more accommodating, the wit-
nesses who testified deserve our 
thanks. 

I must also applaud the Department, 
particularly the former administra-
tion. Like it or lump it, the bulk of the 
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